TOWN OF BLAINE
SNOW REMOVAL PROCEDURES (REV. 5/13/26)
PURPOSE & RESOURCES UTILIZED
Communication of snow removal procedures is important to all residents of the Town of Blaine in helping them plan accordingly when driving during the heavy snowfalls experienced in our climate.  The town has 60 miles of road, with 20 of those miles being asphalt and the other 40 being gravel or sand.  Some of the costs incurred from snow removal are covered by property taxes collected, although only approximately 30% of total property taxes collected are retained by the Town of Blaine.  Nonetheless, the Town Board of Blaine strives to keep taxes to a minimum while still providing appropriate snow removal services.  The town currently employs a roads-maintenance supervisor as the primary snow removal operator, although one or more temporary employees may be called upon when warranted for assistance.  As for equipment, the town has the following available:
1. A Tandem Freightliner plow truck with a 13-foot head plow and 9-foot wing blade.
2. A John Deere road grader, which is typically used to plow gravel and sand roads in early and late winter when the roadbeds are soft.  The grader can also be used to widen all roadways by pushing snow back to make room for the next snowplowing occurrence.
3. A John Deere loader, which is useful for removing heavy snow from corners, right of ways, and cemetery plots.
PRIORITY SEQUENCING
The primary snow removal operator follows an ABC priority sequence to determine when and how well roads are plowed.  This maximizes efficiency and minimizes “deadheading” (i.e. returning with the snowplow blade up).  The ABC priority sequence is as follows:
1. A-roads are typically plowed first, which are the asphalt roads that carry the majority of traffic and are used for school bus routes, most mail routes, and other connecting routes.  
2. B-roads are plowed next, which are the gravel/sand roads that carry less traffic than A-roads and include only a few residences.
3. C-roads are plowed last, which are gravel/sand roads that have very limited traffic, serve even fewer residences than B-roads, and are often dead ends.
GENERAL PROCEDURES
There are many variables that affect the procedure used when plowing snow, such as the amount of snow & density, weather conditions, start time, equipment and operator availability, etc.  Should the wing blade on plow truck not be available for use, the grader can be used instead to widen all roads. The following procedures are generally completed in the order listed:
1. Two passes are made to clear both sides of each A-road and connecting B-roads. Sanding of these roads will be done on the second pass if needed.
2. Two passes are made to clear both sides of each of the remaining B-roads. Sanding of these roads will also be done on the second pass if needed.
3. Two passes are made to clear both sides of C-roads.  Sanding of these roads will be done on the second pass if needed, albeit infrequently, as these roads are already gravel and sand.
4. Once all plowing has been completed, more sanding may be done as needed. 
TYPICAL SNOWPLOWING ROUTE
The following is the typical snowplowing route followed by the primary snow removal operator over the course of 2-3 days.  Keep in mind that the variables and efficiency concerns listed above may alter the route taken on any given day.
Days 1 & 2
The first and second days consist of addressing A-roads and connecting B-roads.  The starting point is the town garage located on Highway 35, and any sanding is done on the second passes back as needed.  Should the route listed below be completed on the first day, the primary snow removal operator will move onto the third-day route ahead of schedule.
1. First pass going east on Big McGraw Rd. to the Dairyland turnaround on Rocky Brook Trail.  
2. Second pass going west on Big McGraw Rd. to McGraw Lake Rd.  
3. Two passes down and back on McGraw Lake Rd.  
4. Continue west of Big McGraw Rd. to Lee Rd.  
5. Two passes down and back on Lee Rd.  
6. Continue west on Big McGraw Rd. to Highway 35.  
7. First pass west on North Markville Rd., south on State Line Rd., and east on South Markville Rd.   
8. Two passes down and back on Big Island Rd. and Big Hill Rd.  
9. Returning second pass west on South Markville Rd., north on State Line Rd., and east on North Markville Rd.  
10. First pass going east on St. Croix Trail to Little McGraw Rd.  
11. Two passes down and back on Little McGraw Rd.  
12. Continue east on St. Croix Trail to County Line Drive.  
13. First pass north on County Line Drive to the North County Line Drive turnaround.  
14. Returning second pass going south on County Line Drive to St. Croix Trail.  
15. Returning second pass going West on St. Croix Trail to No Mans Lake Rd.  
16. Two passes down and back on No Mans Lake Rd. and East Barrens Trail.  
17. Continue west on St. Croix Trail to Perkins Trail.  
18. Two passes down and back on Perkins Trail.  
19. Continue West on St .Croix Trail to Highway 35.
Day 3
The third day consists of addressing C-roads and, in rare circumstances, completing any routes unaddressed in the first couple of days due to exceedingly inclement weather and other difficult variables.  Any sanding will continue to be done on the second passes back as needed.
1. Two passes down and back on Namekagon Point Rd.  
2. Continue East on Spring Brook Trail to Namekagon Trail.  
3. Continue south on Namekagon Trail to Blaine & Webb Lake turnaround.  
4. Continue north on Namekagon Trail from Blaine & Webb Lake turnaround to East Adams Lake Rd.  
5. Continue east on East Adams Lake Rd. to Blaine & Webb Lake turnaround.  
6. Continue west on East Adams Lake Rd. from Blaine & Webb Lake turnaround to River Rd.  
7. If needed, two passes down and back on River Rd.  
8. Continue west on East Adams Lake Rd. to Namekagon Trail.  
9. Continue north on Namekagon Trail to Five Mile Rd.  
10. Continue east on Five Mile Rd. to County Line Rd.  
11. Continue south on County Line Rd. to Blaine & Minong turnaround.  
12. Continue north on County Line Rd. from Blaine & Minong turnaround to St. Croix Trail turnaround.  
13. Returning pass south on County Line Rd. from St. Croix Trail turnaround to Five Mile Rd.  
14. Continue west on Five Mile Rd. to Namekagon Trail.  
15. Continue north on Namekagon Trail to St. Croix Trail.  
16. Continue north on Dry Landing Rd. to North County Line Rd.  
17. Continue east on County Line Rd. to Gomulak Fire Lane turnaround.  
18. Returning pass west on North County Line Rd. to Dry Landing Rd.  
19. If needed, two passes down and back to River Rd. turnaround.  
20. Continue south on Dry Landing Rd. to St. Croix Trail.  
21. Continue south on Dry Landing Rd. to Five Mile Road turnaround.  
22. Continue north on Dry Landing Rd. from Five Mile Road turnaround to St. Croix Trail.  
23. Second pass south on Namekagon Trail to Spring Brook Trail.  
24. Returning second pass west on Spring Brook Trail to Blaine & Swiss turnaround.  
25. Two passes down and back on Goldsmith Trail.  
26. Complete remaining C-roads two passes down and back, including State Line Rd., Montgomery Rd., Cockerham Rd., Gomulak Rd., Hunt Rd., Buck Horn Trail, Fergusion Rd., and Bents Rd. 

